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                                   Attendees   
  

 Full Name Neighborhood/Organization Email Address 

1 Ali Carter City Council Post 3 Aide aacarter@atlantaga.gov 

2 Gordon Certain North Buckhead gcertain@comcast.net 

3 Joe Earle Buckhead Reporter joeearle@reporternewspapers.net  

4 Jim Garcia North Buckhead jim.g@reagan.com 

5 Ben Howard Buckhead Condo Alliance benhoward@gatech.edu 

6 Jim King Chastain Park Athletic Club jimkingusa@gmail.com 

7 Walda Lavroff North Buckhead waldalavroff@gmail.com 

8 Nancy Meister Atlanta Board of Education Vice Chair nmeister@atlanta.k12.ga.us 

9 Felicia Moore City Council District 9 fmoore@atlantaga.gov 

10 Jennifer Rose Mt. Paran-Northside  jenprose@gmail.com 

11 Mercy Sandberg-Wright Tuxedo Park mercywright@msn.com  

12 Tom Tidwell  West Paces Northside tom@tidwell-law.com 

13 Ayanna Williams Park Pride ayanna@parkpride.org 
 

Attendance by Neighborhood 

 

  Neighborhood  Attendees  
1 Buckhead Condo Alliance Ben Howard 

2 Mt. Paran-Northside  Jennifer Rose 

3 North Buckhead Gordon Certain, Walda Lavroff, Jim Garcia 

4 Tuxedo Park Mercy Sandberg-Wright 

5 West Paces Northside Tom Tidwell  

 
BCN 2015/16 Officers (Executive Committee) 

 

Office   Officer  Neighborhood  Email 

Chairman   Tom Tidwell  West Paces Northside tom@tidwell-law.com 

Vice-Chairman  Ron Grunwald Loring Heights  rgrunwald@bellsouth.net  

Secretary       Gordon Certain  North Buckhead     gcertain@comcast.net 

Treasurer     Debra Wathen Paces      6wathens@bellsouth.net 

Communications  Jeff Clark  Garden Hills   jeffbclark@gmail.com 

 

BCN Standing Committees 
 

Committee     Chair    Email 
 

Executive Committee    Tom Tidwell   tom@tidwell-law.com 
 

 

Education     Tom Tidwell   tom@tidwell-law.com  

 

Development and Infrastructure  Ron Grunwald   rgrunwald@bellsouth.net  

 

Transportation    Debra Wathen  6wathens@bellsouth.net 

      Elizabeth Scattergood betsy.scattergood@gmail.com 
 

Other (Legislative, NPU, Parks, Voter Education/Registration, etc.) 
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I. Welcome & Introductions 

Tom Tidwell called the meeting to order at about 6:50 PM.  A quorum was not present.   
 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes for the April meeting were not brought up for approval.   

 

III. Admit New Member Neighborhoods 

No neighborhoods asked to be considered for BCN membership.  

 

IV. BCN Standing Committee Reports 

 Communications – No report. 

 Education – Nancy Meister, Atlanta Board of Education Vice Chair and District 4 Board Member 

provided an update on the APS ESPLOST ballot issue on the May ballot.  She began by reminding 

everyone of the Buckhead area schools that have been rebuilt or renovated by previous ESPLOST 

revenues.  If the new round of revenues is approved [it was] they plan to update/replace their 

entire bus fleet, continue bond payments for North Atlanta High School, enhance technology, 

improve security and safety, and improve HVAC systems.  The sales tax is anticipated to bring in 

$546 million over the next four years. 

 Transportation – No report.    

 Parks – Jim King, President of the Chastain Park Athletic Club, updated 

BCN on the many changes made involving the Chastain Park Pool.  The 

most obvious change is that the 75-year old pool is now partially covered 

with an immense contemporary “pool cover”.  The cover permits some 

control of temperature and provides options on amount of sunshine 

experienced, enabling the pool’s operations to convert to a year-round 

schedule.  It covers the swimming lanes which make up about 40% of 

the pool.  The water in the pool has been heated to about 80 degrees for the past several years. 

 

The Chastain Park Athletic Club was organized as a 501(c)(3) in 2002 to operate the Chastain 

Pool after efforts to replace it fell through and the City defunded its operations.  A summer swim 

team was organized in 2003.  Their swim program has grown and their summer swim team has 

placed in the top three in the Atlanta Swim Association Summer League for the past nine years.  

They were champs in 2014 and 2015.  Due to the economy, they had a major decline in revenue 

in 2012 and decided to move to year-round operations.  This past year they completed the 

 

                                                                    
ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc– Chastain Park Athletic Club 

  Interior view of pool canopy 

                                     

                                                                    
– Google Maps Streetview 

  Exterior view of pool canopy 
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conversion to year-round swimming and created a USA Swim Team for kids and a US Masters 

Team for adults.   

Jim said that their long term plans include some new sidewalks, replacement of the pool, the 

addition of a splash pad for younger kids, and a bath house.  

 Other – Felicia Moore, Atlanta City 

Councilmember, 9th District, briefed BCN about her 

unsuccessful efforts to get financial details about 

City operations, information that she believes is 

necessary to perform her job as a City 

Councilmember.  Specifically, she had asked for 

access to the City’s Oracle financial transaction 

database.  That access was not granted.   

In researching the practices in some of the 

country’s  other major cities she came to 

understand that many progressive cities have 

provided “checkbook online” access – all 

expenditures in those cities are posted online.  So, 

rather than having to prepare an open records 

request, everyone (media, citizens, vendors, and 

elected officials) is able to look up the transactions 

themselves. She wonders why Atlanta isn’t 

providing the same kind of access. 

Moore discussed a 2013 analysis of the nation’s top 

30 cities.  The analysis, entitled U.S.PIRG 

Educational Fund "Transparency 2.0", gave the City 

of Atlanta’s budget accountability and accessibility 

practices a grade of “F”, as shown in the figure at 

the right.   

 

The handout observed: “Failing cities ("F" range):  

Five cities, including Atlanta, have made minimal 

progress in meeting Transparency 2.0 standards. 

Also, these cities provide very little information 

beyond the data on the budget and CAFR 

(Comprehensive Annual Financial Report). No 

Failing city provides residents with an on-line 

checkbook of the city's expenses - keeping citizens 

in the dark on which companies and non-profits 

receive taxpayer funds.”  

 

Councilmembers Moore and Mary Norwood are 

jointly encouraging residents to complete a survey 

supporting improvements in the City’s financial 

transparency.    

 

 

V.  Speaker - Ayanna Williams, Park Pride’s Director of Community Building 

 

Ayanna is the Director of Community Building with Park Pride, www.parkpride.org.  She has been with 

Park Pride for eight years.  Park Pride is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which has worked with City of Atlanta 

parks for about 27 years.  Their offices are currently co-located with the City’s Parks Department, which 

shows their important role in providing residents of the city with access to excellent parks.  Park Pride 

also works with DeKalb County parks and with other metro parks systems.   

Park Pride also works directly with volunteer groups supporting individual parks.  Their focus tends to be 

on the parks themselves, as opposed to recreational programming.  In Buckhead, Ayanna mentioned 

U.S. PIRG’s Educational Fund  
2013 Transparency 2.0 Ratings 

http://www.parkpride.org/
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support of volunteer activities at Little Nancy Creek Park, Mountain Way Common, Atlanta Memorial 

Park, Peachtree Hills.   

They also have a community program and she mentioned 

having worked with Blue Heron Nature Preserve and 

Peachtree Hills. She said there are 22 community gardens 

active in City of Atlanta parks.  She said that many park 

volunteers start out working on their own neighborhood parks 

and later come to realize that the issues they deal with are 

city-wide.   

Park Pride does advocacy work to support city-wide 

improvements to the parks system.  Park Pride has an Adopt-

A-Park program which often provides support for the many 

tiny parks that the Parks Department doesn’t have the 

resources to support.        

Park Pride has a successful Park Visioning Program.  Andrew White is Park Pride’s new Director of Park 

Visioning.  Several of the prominent figures working with the visioning program have moved on to City 

roles.  Walt Ray, who worked with visioning for many years, has now moved over to become the Atlanta 

Parks Department’s Assistant Director, Office of Park Design and Becky Katz, who worked with Walt, has 

become the City’s Chief Bicycle Officer.  Park visioning is the community engagement process for 

organizing local interests around a current or future park.  The goal is to create a consensus vision of 

what improvements should be included in a conceptual master plan for that park.  Buckhead examples 

mentioned included Mountain Way Common and Little Nancy Creek Park. 

Park Pride also operates a Friends of the Park program, which Ayanna leads. She has worked with Park 

Pride for eight years as part of that program and now works with 87 different Friends of the Park groups.  

Friends of the Park are a group of people who live near a park or use it and want to see positive change 

happen, either physical changes or programmatic changes.  Friends group membership is open to the 

public and are almost always run by volunteers.  Friends identify annual goals and organize events such 

as volunteer work days.  Projects include special maintenance such as fund-raising activities, removing 

English Ivy from trees, building benches, painting, and larger projects.  Since Park Pride is co-located 

with the Parks Department projects, follow-up about Friends projects and plans can be accomplished on 

an informal basis.     

Park Pride provides grants for park improvements. These range from $2,500 grants made quarterly to 

$100,000 grants made annually.   Examples include grants for a new tree house at the Chastain Park 

playground and improvements at Mountain Way Common, Little Nancy Creek Park, Blue Heron Nature 

Preserve, and other.  Dollar-for-dollar matching funds are required.  Ayanna helps Friends groups find 

matching funds, including other grants.  They do grant and fundraising workshops and provide publicity 

for park events.   Park Pride’s 2016 Grant Workshop is August 13 at Central Park Recreation Center, 10 

am to noon. 

Ayanna discussed Park Pride’s many events.  They hold a PARC 

Meeting (now called Park Meeting) monthly at 7:30 am, each 

month in a different park. The most significant meeting every 

year is the Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference, which is 

held in late March each year at the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 

Park Pride has a calendar of events online at 

www.parkpride.org/calendar.   

Park Pride’s next calendar event involving Buckhead parks is the 

Peachtree Creek Clean Up Day, August 22 - Peachtree Creek - 

9am. 

 

 

http://www.parkpride.org/calendar
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VI.  Community Concerns/New Business/Announcements  
   

No report. 

 
 

 

VII. Next Meeting August 11, 2016 
 

IX. Adjourn - The meeting adjourned at about 8:00 PM. 

Note: The opinions expressed by the speakers and individual neighborhood representatives in these 

minutes do not necessarily represent those of BCN or its member neighborhoods.  
 
 

Prepared by Gordon Certain, BCN Secretary  

August 7, 2016 

BCN’s web page is at www.BuckheadCouncil.org. 
The Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization.    

http://www.buckheadcouncil.org/
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 BCN Status as of May 13, 2016 
  Dues Data  Neighborhood Representation at Board Meetings 
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1 Arden/Habersham                 

2 Ardmore Park    60% 70%          

3 Argonne Forest    60% 30%            

4 Brandon    50% 0%            

5 Brookwood                 

6 Brookwood Hills    30% 10%            

7 Buckhead Condo Alliance    50% 90%        

8 Buckhead Forest    0% 0%            

9 Buckhead Heights                 

10 Buckhead Village    10% 20%           

11 Castlewood                 

12 Channing Valley    10% 0%            

13 Chastain Park    30% 10%           

14 Collier Hills    20% 30%         

15 Collier Hills North    10% 20%           

16 Fernleaf    10% 0%            

17 Garden Hills    60% 80%           

18 Grant Estates    0% 20%            

19 Historic Brookhaven    30% 10%            

20 Kingswood     20%            

21 Lindbergh                 

22 Lindridge Martin Manor     10%            

23 Loring Heights    30% 70%         

24 Margaret Mitchell    0% 20%            

25 Memorial Park    40% 50%          

26 Mt. Paran-Northside    40% 20%       

27 North Buckhead    100% 100%       

28 Paces    60% 60%        

29 Paces Battle                 

30 Paces West                 

31 Peachtree Battle Alliance    30% 40%          

32 Peachtree Heights East    20% 60%            

33 Peachtree Heights West    70% 80%           

34 Peachtree Hills    0% 10%            

35 Peachtree Park    10% 10%            

36 Pine Hills    70% 60%           

37 Pleasant Hill                 

38 Ridgedale Park                 

39 Ridgewood Heights     20%            

40 Springlake    10% 20%            

41 Tuxedo Park    50% 50%         

42 Wesley Bohler     10%            

43 West Paces Northside    70% 100%       

44 Wildwood                 

45 Wyngate                 

  Totals 21 17 15 Avg:10 Avg:10 16 16 13 6 5        


