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Juliet Cohen
Dieter Franz

Jim Garcia

Ron Grunwald
Cathy Helms
Dan Helms
Collin Kelley
Barbara Kennedy
Marsh King
Walda Lavroff
Francine Lowe
Mark McDonald
Mary Norwood
Garth Peters
Jennifer Rose
Mercy Sandberg-
Wright

John Schaffner
Robert Schreiber
Tom Tidwell
Marie Tvaroch
Debra Wathen
Justin Weideman

The Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods

Board Meeting
March 10, 2016

Peachtree Presbyterian Church

6:45—-8:15 PM
Meeting Minutes

Attendees

Neighborhood/Organization
City Council District 8
Watershed Management
City of Atlanta/D WSM
Ansley Park

North Buckhead
Director/Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
North Buckhead

North Buckhead

Loring Heights

Collier Hills North

Collier Hills North

Reporter Newspaper

Collier Hills

Peachtree Battle Alliance
North Buckhead

Pine Hills

Ardmore Park

Atlanta City Council, Post 2
Memorial Park & Buckhead Coalition
Mt. Paran-Northside

Tuxedo Park

Buckhead View
Buckhead Village
West Paces Northside
Pine Hills

Paces

Chastain Park

Attendance by Neighborhood

Neighborhood

Attendees

Ardmore Park
Buckhead Village
Chastain Park
Collier Hills
Collier Hills North
Loring Heights
Memorial Park
Mt. Paran-

North Buckhead
10 Paces

11 Peachtree Battle
12 Pine Hills

13 Tuxedo Park

14 West Paces

CwNonhwWNR

Mark McDonald
Robert Schreiber
Justin Weideman
Barbara Kennedy
Cathy & Dan Helms
Ron Grunwald
Garth Peters
Jennifer Rose

Email Address
yadrean@atlantaga.gov
jayash@atlantaga.gov
mballa@atlantaga.gov
sbethea063@gmail.com
gcertain@comcast.net
jcohen@chattahochee.org
cdfranz@comcast.net
jim.g@reagan.com
Rgrunwald@bellsouth.net
cahelmsl@gmail.com

collin@atlantaintownpaper.com
bar2010@aol.com
marshbking@gmail.com
waldalavroff@gmail.com
Francine@lowetravel.net
markcmcd@gmail.com
mnorwood@atlantaga.gov
gpeters@thebuckheadcoalition.org
jenprose@gmail.com

mercywright@msn.com

jfschaffner@gmail.com
robertSchreiber2011@msn.com
tom@tidwell-law.com
marietvaroch@bellsouth.net
6wathens@bellsouth.net
Justin@wiedeman.com

Gordon Certain, Dieter Franz, Jim Garcia, Walda Lavroff

Debra Wathen

Marsh King

Francine Lowe, Marie Tvaroch
Mercy Sandberg-Wright

Tom Tidwell



BCN Board Meeting Minutes — March 10, 2016
BCN 2015/16 Officers (Executive Committee)

Office Officer Neighborhood Email

Chairman Tom Tidwell West Paces Northside tom@tidwell-law.com
Vice-Chairman Ron Grunwald Loring Heights rgrunwald@bellsouth.net
Secretary Gordon Certain North Buckhead gcertain@comcast.net
Treasurer Debra Wathen Paces 6wathens@bellsouth.net
Communications Jeff Clark Garden Hills jeffbclark@gmail.com

BCN Standing Committees

Committee Chair Email

Executive Committee Tom Tidwell tom@tidwell-law.com

Education Tom Tidwell tom@tidwell-law.com

Development and Infrastructure Ron Grunwald rgrunwald@bellsouth.net

Transportation Debra Wathen 6wathens@bellsouth.net
Elizabeth Scattergood betsy.scattergood@gmail.com

Other (Legislative, NPU, Parks, Voter Education/Registration, etc.)

1. Welcome & Introductions

Tom Tidwell called the meeting to order at about 6:45 PM. A quorum was present.

11. Approval of Minutes

Minutes for the February meeting, with revisions, were approved.

111. Admit New Member Neighborhoods
No neighborhoods asked to be considered for BCN membership.

A BCN Neighborhood Census form was again distributed at the meeting. All BCN neighborhoods are
requested to complete the form. The form ensures that BCN has contact information for each
neighborhood and explicit identification of each neighborhood’s BCN representative and alternates. (See
the back page of these minutes to verify that your neighborhood has completed the census.)

1V. BCN Standing Committee Reports
e Communications — No report.

e Education — No report.

e Transportation — No report.

V. Speaker

Justin Wiedeman, CPA, PE - City of Atlanta combined sewage overflows

Justin is a resident of the Chastain Park neighborhood but is also a civil engineer and a CPA. He
attended as speaker to inform us on issues related to our city’s sewage system and its impact on
Buckhead neighborhoods. In introducing him, Chairman Tom Tidwell said that Justin had made a
presentation to the City Council’s Utility Committee on the previous day. (That presentation is available
on the BCN web site.) Tom attended that session and said that our elected officials, City
Councilmembers Yolanda Adrean, Mary Norwood and Felicia Moore, were “awesome” in trying to get an
understanding of our current situation with the system.
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Yolanda Adrean said she is working with the Memorial Park Conservancy in looking for long-term
solutions, especially related to capacity issues. She said they have been meeting on this topic since
around Christmas and that funding is being made available to potentially have an independent
engineering assessment of the city’s plan. Meetings with Mayor Reed and Watershed Management
officials are planned. Yolanda continued saying that the country’s infrastructure is in horrible condition.
She continued that we had the great fortune of attendee Sally Bethea’s campaign to have a Federal
judge order the City of Atlanta to make comprehensive actions to address problems with our city’s sewer
system. She said we have made a lot of progress but we probably will never be finished.

Summary of Opinions
Presented to City Utilities Committee
March 9, 2016

Sewer Overflow Matters of the Peachtree Creek Basin

Justin Wiedeman, CPA, PE
Chastain Park - Atlanta

SARGENT

Key Themes of Presentation

* Connection of the Combined and Separated Sewage Systems
* 3 Modes/Systems of Operation

(1) Dry

(2) Wet

(3) Very Wet Weather
* Combined (Wet) Systems Performance
* Potential Solutions

Presentation consists primarily of excerpts from DWM reports and
regulatory documents and is intended as a “leave behind”.

Access to Master Plans, Hydraulic Reports, GIS and other DWM data
would provide additional insights and clarifications.

Justin began his presentation by
recognizing attendee Dieter Franz, who
was Justin’s first boss when he was 16
years old. They were working on the Deep
Creek Tunnel and Gravity Sewer project.

Justin referred to his presentation to the
City Utilities Committee as sort of a “part
one”, since “there are a lot of moving parts
to this puzzle”. He said we have a unique
system in Downtown and Midtown — a
combined sewer, carrying both sanitary
sewage and storm water. He said that’s an
unusual “grandfathered” configuration. A
combined sewer facility wouldn’t be
permitted today. Peachtree Creek has four
of these combined systems: three on the
Northside, one on the Southside.

He said the system has several modes of
operation. The first mode is dry weather:
flows go to a treatment plant downstream.

The second mode is wet weather, when it
starts to rain. He said there is something
like nine square miles of impervious area
Downtown, which creates an enormous
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flow of water. That flow, which can’t be treated under normal circumstances, goes to a CSO (combined
sewer overflow) storage tunnel to be treated in a limited fashion at a CSO treatment facility that was

completed in 2008.

The third mode happens when it is very wet. The storage tunnel becomes filled and discharges are
made through control facilities into the creeks. Two of these creek discharges (shown above — Tanyard
Creek CSO Overflow Facility and Clear Creek Overflow Facility) are upstream of Memorial Park. The
control facilities are a key part of the overall system — they have valves (gates) which switch to flows
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from one route to another to the appropriate destinations of the system’s three modes of operation.
(This is shown on page 4 of Justin’s presentation but is too detailed to be included here.) In very wet
weather the capacity of the incoming flows at the Tanyard Creek facility, for instance, is about 100 times
the capacity of the dry mode’s normal sewer. In terms of rainfall, one to three inches of rain can
trigger discharges into the creeks.

The 1998 Consent Decree sets out definition for the treatment levels required for the three modes of
system operation. These levels “Wastewater Treatment Facility”, “’Minimum’ Treatment — Wet
Weather”, and “Very Wet Weather”, corresponding to the combined system’s three modes of operation.
Justin showed the corresponding 2015 state permit’s wording. He noted that some of the prior year’s
state permit’s wording about the expected frequency of very wet weather events had been changed.

In explaining the efficacy of the three modes of the system’s operation in very simple terms, Justin said
in dry mode, the system removes virtually all of the poop. In wet weather, they remove part of it. In
very wet weather, they don’t remove any of it but do try to remove things like bottles and large debris
before it flows into Tanyard, Clear, and Proctor Creeks. He said understanding the situation this way is
needed to assess he city’s proposal, such as a proposal to discharge more into creeks to remove
pressure on downstream sewers.

Barbara Kennedy commented that that lack of processing is why Tanyard Creek, which flows through
her Collier Hills neighborhood, repeatedly tests high for E. Coli. Tom Tidwell asked Sally Bethea and
Juliet Cohen of the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, since the city says their tests show no problems in
creeks like Tanyard, does the Riverkeeper do parallel testing to verify the city’s claim? Juliet said the
Riverkeeper tests at 115 locations including Tanyard. She believes that everyone understands that
there are instances when the creek is not meeting the standard. She said she was not aware of exactly
which locations the city was conducting testing. She said that when specific problems are identified,
they notify the city and they are fixed. Sally added that E. Coli levels reported on Tanyard Creek are
typically pretty low.

Justin said that he is interested in knowing if the system is actually performing as well in doing minimum
treatment as it was designed to function. He takes “the view that absolutely it does not.” His main
points included that the city is permitted to release discharges not meeting the minimum treatment
stands just four times a year. He said that the city had changed the definition of discharges so that
discharges not meeting minimum treatment standards are not reported as doing so. He said the issue
of “minimum treatment” is going to become a very big issue. Pages 7 through 16 of his presentation
detailed what Justin identified were the current shortcomings in achieving minimum treatment. The
points made there are far too detailed to be enumerated here. The page titles suggest the general
content [underlining emphasis added]:

e CSO Control Facilities Do Not Provide Minimum Treatment (Based upon DWM Reports)

¢ “Minimum” Treatment Alternatives at CSO Control Facility Locations Were Abandoned after
Preliminary Evaluation in 2001 (for Wet Weather)

e CSO Control Facilities and Bypass Discharges to Creeks [Includes an enumeration of Total
Discharge Events Not Receiving Minimum Treatment — 2013-2015]

e Design Data Indicates Facilities Not Capable of Screening All Combined Sewer Flow (Very Wet
Weather)

e Combined Sewage (West Area) Wet Weather Storage and Treatment Systems Are Very Difficult &
Expensive to Operate

e CSO Control Facilities Need Improvements — What has been completed?

e Restrictions on the Discharge from CSO Control Facilities was Removed from the New State
Permit

e Compounding the Concern, the Projects Completed in 2008 Did Not Incorporate Growth in
Midtown or on the West Side

e West Area Combined and Separated Systems are Connected - Significant Combined Sewer Flow
in Overflowing Peachtree Creek Trunk Sewer
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Potential Solutions to Peachtree Creek Basin Sewage Flooding?
1. Peachtree Creek Relief Tunnel
* Relieve Peachtree Creek trunk sewers serving high growth areas.
* Provide more cost effective equalization storage.
® Protect Peachtree Creek from structural failure of Trunk sewers.
® Stop sewer overflows from manholes & exfiltration into parks.
* Protect peak hydraulic capacity at RM Clayton.
® Cost sharing formula(s) with DeKalb more than likely complicated by combined sewer
service area.

2. Complete the separation of Proctor Creek Basin sewers then reallocate Proctor Creek CSO
storage to Peachtree Creek Basin when it is no longer needed.

3. Take more storm-water out of the combined sewer system.

4. Alternatives that relocate sewage overflows to other neighbors should be deemed
unacceptable.

There was considerable friction during the meeting about whether the City was not complying with the
Consent Decree’s rules by redefining overflow events as being something less important, thus lowering
the count of significant overflow events.

Yolanda Adrean commented that the city had never taken on the stormwater issue. Justin indicated
that the best long range approach is to divert more stormwater from ever getting into the system.

Yolanda says she has asked the Commissioner of Watershed Management (WSM) to pursue a 30-year
solution to our sewer system problems. Jay Ash of WSM commented that they hear the concerns loud
and clean and are diligently pursuing solutions.

Juliet Cohen stated that she thought that the way Justin was reading the way the state permits are
written and administered is not accurate according to the state Environmental Protection Division and
the federal EPA. Justin said he respectfully disagreed. Juliet said that it would be a good idea to have a
future BCN meeting with participants representing the Department of Watershed Management, the state
EPD, and federal EPA who are overseeing the process to address some the issues raised in tonight’s
meeting.

Tom asked if the Riverkeeper had an opinion on how to address the Memorial ark or larger Peachtree
Creek issues. Juliet said they didn’t, having not hired an engineer to look into the issues.

The issue of using another tunnel to provide relied to the Peachtree Creek problems was discussed
briefly. Yolanda said that that was one of the issues she was interested in but during the three and a
quarter hour meeting on the preceding day it didn’t come up.

VI. Community Concerns/New Business/Announcements

No report

VIIl. Next Meeting April 14, 2016

1X. Adjourn - The meeting adjourned at about 8:00 PM.

Note: The opinions expressed by the speakers and individual neighborhood representatives in these
minutes do not necessarily represent those of BCN or its member neighborhoods.

Prepared by Gordon Certain, BCN Secretary
April 10, 2016

BCN’s web page is at www.BuckheadCouncil.org.
The Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization.
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Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods
Paid Membership as of 04/09/16

Sandy Springs Sandy Springs

Pleasant Hill

DeKalb County

Lindridge
Martin
Manor

Underwood ?: /

Hills . ey i N "
Hills 1 v =
Park

* BCA = Buckhead Condo Alliance

LEGEND
Paid Membership as of 04/09/16

2015= no [ N/A

2016

AM2016
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BCN Status as of April 6, 2016

Dues Data Neighborhood Representation at Board Meetings
. 0 © H% 2014 2015 S— 2016 —

Neighborhood ] ] 8§ megt(i)ngs meét(i)ngs § § g < g E - Y S 2 A
1 | Arden/Habersham
2 | Ardmore Park v v v 60% 70% v v /
3 | Argonne Forest v 60% 30%
4 | Brandon v 50% 0%
5 | Brookwood
6 | Brookwood Hills 30% 10%
7 | BuckheadCondoAlliance | v/ 50% 90% ars
8 | Buckhead Forest 0% 0%
9 | Buckhead Heights
10 | Buckhead Village 10% 20% v v
11 | Castlewood E E E
12 | Channing Valley 10% 0%
13 | Chastain Park v 30% 10% v v v
14 | Collier Hills v | vV | Vv 20% 30% v v vV v
15 | Collier Hills North v | Vv 10% 20% vV iv v ivy
16 | Fernleaf v 10% 0%
17 | Garden Hills v | vV | ¥V 60% 80% v
18 | Grant Estates 0% 20%
19 | Historic Brookhaven v 30% 10% v
20 | Kingswood v 20%
21 | Lindbergh
22 | Lindridge Martin Manor 10%
23 | Loring Heights v v | v 30% 70% vV i vViv iy
24 | Margaret Mitchell v 0% 20%
25 | Memorial Park v v v 40% 50% v v
26 | Mt. Paran-Northside v v 40% 20% v vViv Y
27 | North Buckhead v | vV | ¥V 100% 100% v i v v .Y
28 | Paces v | v 60% 60% v  vViv v
29 | Paces Battle
30 | Paces West
31 | PeachtreeBattle Alliance v | vV | vV 30% 40% v v Y
32 | Peachtree Heights East v v 20% 60%
33 | Peachtree Heights West v v v 70% 80% v iV
34 | Peachtree Hills v 0% 10%
35 | Peachtree Park 10% 10%
36 | Pine Hills v | v 70% 60% v v v
37 | Pleasant Hill
38 | Ridgedale Park v
39 | Ridgewood Heights v 20%
40 | Springlake v 10% 20% v
41 | Tuxedo Park v v 50% 50% v iV v
42 | Wesley Bohler 10%
43 | West Paces Northside v v 70% 100% v v v Y
44 | wildwood
45 | Wyngate

Totals 21 | 15 11 | Avg:10 Avg:10 16 16 13 14
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