TITLE 20. EDUCATION
CHAPTER 2. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
ARTICLE 31. CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT OF 1998

§ 20-2-2064. Approval or denial of petition

(a) A charter petitioner seeking to create a conversion charter school must submit a
petition to the local board of the local school system in which the proposed charter school
will be located. The local board must by a majority vote approve or deny a petition no
later than 60 days after its submission unless the petitioner requests an extension;
provided, however, that a denial of a petition by a local board shall not preclude the
submission to the local board of a revised petition that addresses deficiencies cited in the
denial; and provided, further, that the local board shall not act upon a petition for a
conversion charter school until such petition:

(1) Has been freely agreed to, by secret ballot, by a majority of the faculty and
instructional staff members of the petitioning local school at a public meeting called with
two weeks' advance notice for the purpose of deciding whether to submit the petition to
the local board for its approval; and

(2) Has been freely agreed to, by secret ballot, by a majority of parents or guardians of

students enrolled in the petitioning local school present at a public meeting called with

two weeks' advance notice for the purpose of deciding whether to submit the petition to
the local board for its approval.

(c) A system charter school's school council or governing council, as applicable, may
petition to become a conversion charter school. The petition shall be submitted to the
local board of the charter system in which the school is located. The local board must by
a majority vote approve or deny a petition no later than 60 days after its submission
unless the petitioner requests an extension; provided, however, that a denial of a petition
by a local board shall not preclude the submission to the local board of a revised petition
that addresses deficiencies cited in the denial.

(d) A local board shall approve a petition that complies with the rules, regulations,
policies, and procedures promulgated in accordance with Code Section 20-2-2063 and the
provisions of this title and is in the public interest. If a local board denies a petition, it
must within 60 days specifically state the reasons for the denial, list all deficiencies with
respect to Code Section 20-2-2063, and provide a written statement of the denial to the
charter petitioner and the state board.



§ 20-2-2064.1. Review of charter by state board; charters for state chartered special
schools

(c) No application for a state chartered special school may be made to the state board by a
petitioner for a conversion charter school that has been denied by a local board. Upon
denial of a petition for a start-up charter school by a local board and upon application to
the state board by the petitioner, the state board shall approve the charter of a start-up
charter petitioner for a state chartered special school if the state board finds, after
receiving input from the Charter Advisory Committee, that such petition meets the
requirements set forth in Code Section 20-2-2063 and the provisions of this title, and is in
the public interest.

§ 20-2-2066. Admission, enrollment, and withdrawal of students

(B) A conversion charter school shall enroll any student who resides in the attendance
zone specified in the charter and who submits a timely application as specified in the
charter. If the number of applying students who reside in the attendance zone does not
exceed the capacity as specified in the charter, additional students shall be enrolled based
on a random selection process; provided, however, that enrollment preferences may be
given to applicants in any one or more of the following categories in the order of priority
specified in the charter:

(1) A sibling of a student enrolled in the charter school or in any school in the high
school cluster;

(11) Students whose parent or guardian is a member of the governing board of the
charter school or is a full-time teacher, professional, or other employee at the charter
school;

(1i1) Students who were enrolled in the local school prior to its becoming a charter
school; and

(iv) Students who reside in the charter attendance zone specified in the charter; and

(2) A student who resides outside the school system in which the local charter school is
located may not enroll in that local charter school except pursuant to a contractual
agreement between the local boards of the school system in which the student resides and
the school system in which the local charter school is located. Unless otherwise provided
in such contractual agreement, a local charter school may give enrollment preference to a
sibling of a nonresident student currently enrolled in the local charter school.

§ 20-2-2067.1. Amendment of terms of charter for charter school; initial term of



charter; annual report

(¢) Each start-up and conversion charter school and each charter system shall submit an
annual report outlining the previous year's progress to the authorizing local board or state
board, as appropriate; to parents and guardians of students enrolled in the school, or, for a
charter system, to parents and guardians of students enrolled in school within the local
school system; and to the Department of Education no later than October 1 of each year.
The report submitted by a charter system shall include, but not limited to, data on all of
its system charter schools. The report shall contain, but is not limited to:

(1) An indication of progress toward the goals as included in the charter;

(2) Academic data for the previous year, including state academic accountability data,
such as standardized test scores and adequate yearly progress data;

(3) Unaudited financial statements for the fiscal year ending on June 30, provided that
audited statements will be forwarded to the local board and state board upon completion;

(4) Updated contact information for the school and the administrator, and for charter
systems, each system charter school and its respective administrator;

(5) Proof of current nonprofit status, if applicable;

(6) Any other supplemental information that the charter school or charter system
chooses to include or that the state board requests that demonstrates that school or
system's success; and

(7) For charter systems, an on-site external evaluation of the system at least once every
five years, as determined by the state board.

HISTORY: Code 1981, § 20-2-2067.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2002, p. 388, § 1; Ga. L. 2005,
p. 798, § 14/SB 35; Ga. L. 2007, p. 185, § 10/SB 39.

§ 20-2-2068.1. Quality basic education formula applies; grants, local tax revenue,
and funds from local bonds

(a) A local charter school shall be included in the allotment of QBE formula earnings,
applicable QBE grants, applicable non-QBE state grants, and applicable federal grants to
the local school system in which the local charter school is located under Article 6 of this
chapter. The local board and the state board shall treat a conversion charter school no less
favorably than other local schools located within the applicable local school system
unless otherwise provided by law. The local board and the state board shall treat a startup
charter school no less favorably than other local schools within the applicable local
system with respect to the provision of funds for instruction, school administration,
transportation, food services, and, where feasible, building programs



